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INTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 
Purpose 

 
 This course is intended to aid those who are not scholars of the Bible and biblical 

studies into a better understanding of Old Testament knowledge. The Old Testament was 

the only Bible of the early believers. It is the source from which they drew much of their 

instructing, and the background against which they viewed the life and work of JESUS. 

 

LET’S LOOK AT THE BIBLE 
“The Bible portrays Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.” 

  Very few times has any book had the name of more than one or two authors. But 

the Bible was written by forty authors, covering a period of sixteen hundred years. Moses 

commenced it in the desert of Arabia and John completed it on the Isle of Patmos. This 

would make it impossible for them to have any understanding as to what the purpose of 

the book would be or what part they should write. 

 The authors were poets and philosophers, sages and singers, princes and kings, 

fishermen and statesmen. Some were learned in all the arts of the Egyptians, others sat at 

the feet of the greatest scholars of the day; still others were “unlearned and ignorant men” 

 To write such a book under such circumstances would be impossible if there were 

to be any unity in thought. A book impossible for men to write has been written. There is 

only one explanation; the book was written by one Author using many writers.  

2 Peter 1:21 & Mark 13:31 

 Although few of the writers of the Bible were of sufficient scholarship to write a 

book, nevertheless each wrote a book which perfectly fits into the other sixty-five books 

of the Bible. This is true again because of 2 Peter 1:21. “For the prophecy come not in 

old times by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 

Ghost.” 

 Neither man nor woman has written a book and sent it to the printers without 

carefully rewriting and revising it. However, no Bible writer revised his work. Moses did 

not discover that he had left out valuable information from Genesis. God saw to that! 
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Nothing new has ever been discovered during the centuries since the Bible has been 

written that needs to be added to the word or in any way brings disrepute on it. Only of 

the Bible, God’s Book, can it be said, and God Himself says in Deuteronomy 4:2; “Ye 

shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from 

it.”  
 

INDIVITUAL LOOK 
THE PENTATEUCH 

GENESIS 
“Genesis portrays Jesus Christ, our creator God” 

 
Date and Place: Written either while the author was a Shepard with Jethro or at Sinai as 

an introduction to the laws—about 1688 B.C. 

Author: Moses, the lawgiver and leader of Israel during the exodus and wilderness 

wondering. 

Theme: The creation, fall and redemption of the human race through Jesus Christ. 

Around this center all divine revelation and scripture truth. This book is the seed bed of 

the whole Bible and essential to the correct understanding of every part of it. 

Purpose: To reveal to man the origin of the heaven and earth and all things therein: to 

declare God as the personal creator and show that nothing was evolved through billions 

of years; to reveal a pre-Adamite world and its destruction before Adam; to record the 

restoration of the earth to a second habitable state and give facts concerning man and 

animals as we know them today; and to record the history of the fall of man, the second 

curse on the earth, and the sinful career of the earth for 2,391 years to the time Mose, as 

an introduction to his law. 

 

 The book of Genesis is a book of important beginning. It tells the beginning of 

everything but God. The key verse is Genesis 1:1. 

  

 Genesis begins with “God” but ends “at the Grave” Gen. 1:1, 50:26. The book is 

a history of man’s failure, but we find that God meets every failure of man. He is a 

glorious Savior. 
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 Genesis begins with creation God spoke and worlds were framed by His word, 

God created man in His image that he might have companionship with Him. Genesis tells 

us that; The Lord our God is one Lord, God is the Creator of this universe. God existed 

before all things. 

§ Genesis also record the fall of man in chapters 3-4. 

§ The flood in chapters 5-9  

§ Babel chapters 10-11 

§ The call of Abraham 12-38 

§ Descent into Egypt 39-50. 
 

EXODUS 
“Exodus portrays Jesus Christ Our Passover Lamb” 

 
Date and Place: Written as part of the Law during the 11 months at Mt. Sinai—about 

1688 B.C. 

Author: Moses, the lawgiver and leader of Israel during the Exodus and the wilderness 

wandering. 

Theme: Among the ancient Jews the Pentateuch was in the form of one book, and written 

on one scroll, call Ha-Torah, The Law, and Sepher-Ha-Torah, The Book of the Law. It 

was in time divided into 5 sections called The Five Parts of the Law, each section named 

by the leading Hebrew word or words in the first verse. 

Purpose: To continue the history of Israel in fulfillment of the covenant (the promise), 

and the prophecies given to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob concerning their seed; to show the 

time, circumstances, and purpose of the law given by Moses to Israel; and to record the 

organization of the nation and establishment of a visible form of worship with God 

dwelling in the midst of His people. 

§ The Bondage Exodus 1:1-22 

§ The Exodus, Exodus 3; 4 

§ The Passover Exodus 12-19 

§ The giving of the Law, Exodus 20-24 

§ The building of the Tabernacle, Exodus 25-40 
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LEVITICUS 
“Leviticus Portrays Jesus Christ, our Sacrifice for Sin.” 

 
Date and Places: Written as part of the Law of Moses at Sinai about 1,686 B.C. 

Author: Moses the lawgiver and leader of Israel. 

Theme: Leviticus is the book of the detailed walk, worship, and service of the redeemed 

people of God. In Exodus we have the exodus from Egypt, the giving of the law, the 

establishment of the priesthood, and the building of the tabernacle; in Leviticus we have 

the giving of the laws concerning sacrifices and offerings, the consecration of the 

priesthood, the full establishment of the tabernacle worship, the holiness of God’s people 

in body, soul, and spirit; the relationship of Israel to Jehovah, the feast of Jehovah, the 

record of God dwelling in the tabernacle in the midst of His people, and the proper means 

of approach and fellowship with God. 

 

Some people do not see any profit in studying the book of Leviticus today. They say it is 

for the Jews. It is questioned why do we as Christians need to study about sacrificing of 

bulls and goats? We must remember this, each offering points forward to Jesus, our 

sacrifice for sin. We see him in everyone. 

Key Thought: This book insists upon holiness of the body as well as soul. Leviticus 

teaches that the redeemed must be holy because their redeemer is holy.  

Purpose: This book was written for redeemed Israel. The Lord is giving His people 

instructions concerning various sacrifices and offering He is showing them that the way 

to walk with God is by sacrifice and by separation. He wanted His chosen people to live a 

life of holiness in fellowship with Himself! 

 

There are five offerings: 

§ The Burnt Offering—Leviticus 1 

§ Meal Offering—Leviticus 2 

§ Peace Offering—Leviticus 3  

§ Sin Offering—Leviticus 4:1-35; 5:1-73 
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§ Trespass Offering—Leviticus 5:14-6:7 
 

NUMBERS 
“Numbers Portray Jesus Christ, Our “Lifted-Up One” 

 
Date and Place: Written in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho (36:13), just 

before the entrance into Canaan. It records the conquest of the kingdoms of Sihon and Og 

east of the Jordan (21:1-35) and the experience of Balaam coming from the east to curse 

or prophesy of Israel (22:1-24: 25). Therefore, Numbers had to be written after this 

preparation for entrance into Canaan. 

Author: Moses, the lawgiver and leader of Israel. 

Theme: The book derives it’s name from the fact that it records the two great numbering 

and order of the children of Israel, one in the 2nd year after the exodus and the other at the 

end of the wilderness wandering immediately before entrance into Canaan. There were 

about 38 years between the two numberings. Numbers takes up the story of Israel from 

Egypt to Canaan where Exodus left it, and is the book of the wilderness consequent to 

failure of Israel in refusing to enter Canaan at Kadesh-barnea (13:1-14:45). The Hebrew 

title is Bemidbar- in the wilderness, because it records what took place there, the 

numbering being only two of the many events of the wandering. Numbers also records 

various new laws for Israel in view of her immediate entrance into Canaan.  

Personal of the Book: If you know the following five names, you will master the story 

of the book of Numbers. 

v Moses, the great leader 

v Aaron, the high priest, and Moses’ brother 

v Miriam, Moses’ and Aaron’s sister 

v Joshua and Caleb, the two spies who dared to believe God, the only men of their 

generation who lived to enter Canaan. 
 

DEUTERONOMY 
“Deuteronomy portrays Jesus Christ, our True Prophet.” 

 
Date and Place: Written about 1645 B.C. in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, just 

before the entrance in Canaan (1:5; 34:1-12). 

Author: Moses, the lawgiver and leader of Israel. 
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Theme: Deuteronomy means Second Law, because it records the repetition of the 10 

commandments (chapter 5). It contains the parting counsel of Moses to Israel in view of their 

entrance into Canaan; a summary of the wilderness wandering; many new laws that needed to be 

added to those given some 40 years before; many warning in view of the possibility of sin; 

prophecies concerning the future of Israel; and the Palestinian covenant (11:13-32; 27: 1-30:20). 

 

This book shows the blessing of obedience and the curse of disobedience. Everything depends on 

obedience-life itself, possession of the Promised Land, victory over foes, prosperity and 

happiness. This book teaches the inflexibility of the law. “Thou shalt” and “thou shalt not” occur 

over and over again- “a blessing if ye obey’ and “a curse if ye will not obey.”   

 

 

THE HISTORICAL BOOKS 
JOSHUA 

“Joshua Portrays Jesus Christ, Captain of our Salvation” 
 

Date and Place: Joshua’s part of the book was perhaps written at Gilgal in Canaan as 

transpired from 1646-1616 BC. When and by whom the postscript (24:29-33) was 

written is not know; but Jewish tradition says that Vv29-32 of the last chapter were added 

by Eleazar and Vv33 was added by Phineahas. 

Author: Joshua, except for the postscript and a few other verses. He was of the tribe of 

Ephram (Numbers 13:8,16), and became the leader of Israel after Moses (Joshua 1:9-

14; 24:13; Deuteronomy 1:33; 3:21, 28; 31:3-23; 34:9). He is mentioned in the book of 

Joshua 171 times as the 2nd greatest leader of Israel. The name Joshua is found 216 times 

throughout Scripture. 

Theme: The book deals with the consummation of the redemption of Israel out of Egypt, 

for redemption has two parts –out and into Deuteronomy 6:13. It records the fulfillment 

of the prophecies of Abraham, Isaac Jacobs and Moses regarding the land of promise 

being given to Israel, and the conquest and division of this land to them. Joshua may be 

divided into two equal parts of 12 chapters each: 1-12 the conquest; 13-24 the division of 

the land among the tribes, with 1:1-9 forming the introduction and 24:29-33 the 
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conclusion. The inspiration of the book is confirmed by several quotations in the New 

Testament. 

§ Mobilization of The Army Joshua 1-2 

§ Forward March Joshua 3-5 

§ The Fall of Jericho Joshua 6 

§ Campaign at Al Joshua 7-8 

§ Southern Campaign Joshua 10 

§ Northern Campaign Joshua 11 

§ Division of the Land Joshua 13-24 

§ Caleb’s Possession Joshua 14 

§ Joshua’s Farewell Joshua 24 

 

JUDGES 
“Judges portrays Jesus Christ, our Deliverer Judge.” 

 
Date and Place: Written in Palestine about 1126 B.C. 

Author: From all indications Samuel was the author; Jewish tradition assigns authorship 

to him. Or, the book may have been written by Isaiah. 

 

Theme: The book is a record of Israel failure during the rule of the judges. It records 9 

apostasies, 7 servitudes, 14 judges and their exploits (not including those of Eli and 

Samuel, the 15th and 16th Judges, which facts are in 1 Samuel), and 5 civil wars. The 

events of Judges cover at least 440 years. 

 

Someone has called the book of Judges the account of the Dark Ages of the Israelites 

people. The people forsook God and God forsook the people.  

Judges covers the period after the death of the great leader, Joshua, to the ascension of 

Saul to the throne of Israel. The people were ruled by judges who God raised up to 

deliver His oppressed people. We read, “In those days there was no King in Israel” 

(Judges 17:6). It covers the history of about the first three hundred and fifty years in the 

land of promise. It is a record of great exploits. 
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RUTH 
“Jesus Christ, our Kinsman Redeemer” 

 
Date and Place: Written in Palestine in its original form; as a record in Israel, between 

1600-1500 B.C. but in its present perhaps by Samuel between 1163-1123 B.C., or by 

Isaiah 743-683 B.C.  

Author: Perhaps Samuel or Isaiah, to show the ancestry of David. 

Theme: The book of Ruth is a simple historical record of life in Israel during the Judge, 

illustrating the law of kinsman redemption, recording the story of a Gentile woman in the 

genealogy of Jesus Christ, and updating the genealogy of David –From Pharez to David. 

 

This delightful story should be read in connection with the first chapters of Judges as, no 

doubt, it gives us an idea of the domestic life in Israel at that period of anarchy. 
 

1 SAMUEL 
“1 Samuel Portrays Jesus Christ, Our King” 

 
Date and Place: The records which make up 1 and 2 Samuel were written by Samuel, 

David, Nathan, and Gad from 1204-1035 B.C. in Palestine, but were perhaps finally 

made into one book by Isaiah the prophets, about 743-683 B.C. He seems to have been 

the author of Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, and 1 and 2 Kings, and 1 and 2 Chronicles in 

their final form.  

Author: Samuel, David, Nathan, and Gad no doubt kept the original records from which 

Isaiah compiled the book about 743-683 B.C.  

Theme: 1 Samuel presents the life history of Samuel, the last of the days of the Judges, 

the moral failure of the priesthood under Eli, the moral failure of the Judges under 

Samuel, the beginning and failure of the monarchy under Saul, the anointing and trying 

experience of David, and the end of Saul. 

 

Kingdom history begins with the book of Samuel. The long period of the rule of the 

judges ends with Samuel. When Samuel came into the power, the people were in and 

awful state. They had practically rejected God and we hear them clamoring for an earthy 
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King. (Samuel 8:4-7) This book begins the 500 hundred year period of Israel’s Kings 

(1095-586 B.C.) 

 

This book may be divided under the names of three of its chief characters-Samuel (1-7), 

Saul (8-15), and David (16-31). The history of this book is presented to us in the 

attractive cloak of biography. 

§ Samuel, the King Maker 1 Samuel 1-7 

§ Saul, the King Chosen 1 Samuel 8-15 

§ David the King, Proven 1 Samuel 16-31 
 

2 SAMUEL 
“2 Samuel portrays Jesus Christ, our King” 

 
Date and Place: The records which make up 1 and 2 Samuel were written by Samuel, 

David, Nathan, and Gad from 1204-1035 B.C. He perhaps compiled Judges, Ruth, 1 and 

2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Chronicle in their final form, according to 2 Chronicles 32:32. 

Theme: In 1 Samuel we have the record of the failure of Israel under Eli, Saul, and 

Samuel. In 2 Samuel we have the record of the restoration of order in Israel through 

David, the choice of God as ruler of His people; the full establishment of the kingdom of 

Israel with Jerusalem as the political and religious center (1:1-6:23); the making of the 

Davidic covenant as the basis of all earthly kingdom truth (7:1-29); the full conquest of 

the enemies of Israel (3:1; 5:17-25; 8:1-10; 19); David’s sin and repentance (11:1-

12:31); family troubles of David (13:1-14:33); rebellion of Absalom (15:1-19:43); and 

the last days of David (20:1-24:25). 
 

 

KING AND CHRONICLES 
“Kings and Chronicles portray Jesus Christ as King” 

 
1 KINGS 

 
Date and Place: The records which make up 1st and 2nd Kings were written in Palestine, 

1046-616 B.C., by scribes or prophets whose duty it was to record events during the reign 

of whatever King or Kings they served under. These records were put into one book by 
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the final author or authors, and the one book was divided into two by the Septuagint 

translator about 294-289 B.C. If written by Isaiah and Jeremiah in its final form, the book 

was so compiled about 743-683 B.C. and 782-616 B.C. 

Authors: It seems that Isaiah and Jeremiah were the author or final compilers using the 

public records of the Kings of Israel. 

Theme: History of the Kings of Israel and Judah from the time of Solomon to the 

captivity by Babylon. The major theme refers to the consequences of obedience to God. 

 

2 KINGS 
The ministry of Elijah starts in 1 Kings and runs into 2 Kings (1 Kings 17-22; 2 Kings 

1:1-2:2). 

Date and Place: Same as 1 King 

Author: Isaiah and Jeremiah 

Theme: Good kings and evil Kings and their influence upon God’s people. 

§ The ministry of Elisha –2 Kings 1-9 

§ The captivity of Judah –2 Kings 13-25 

 

1 CHRONICLES 

Date and Place: The record which make up 1 and 2 Chronicles were written in Palestine, 

1279-461 B.C., by scribes and prophets who duty it was to record events during the time 

of whatever King or Kings they served under. 

Author: It seems that Isaiah and Ezra were the authors or the final compilers using the 

public record of the nation of Israel. Among the recorders were Nathan, Gad, Iddo, 

Ahijah, Jehu, and others. 

Theme: Genealogical background of Israelite leaders and of the coming Messiah, and a 

history of the kingdom of Judah and of the ancestors of Jesus Christ, according to the 

flesh. 

Purpose: To show the divine reason for the dealings of God with Israel and why the 

Davidic kingdom was not allowed to continue perpetually. 

 



 

 12 

The long dry lists of names which are contained in these books have a purpose. They 

connect David, the forerunner and type of Christ, with the historic figures of Israel. The 

records of the great families of the nation are here. (1 Chronicles 5:20) 

 

This book is David’s book. Thrilling accounts of heroic deeds of the national hero, 

David, and the deeds of his mighty men occur here (chapters 11) 

 

One may get great inspirational and spiritual lessons from 1 Chronicles. Note in 1 

Chronicles 16:7-36 the beautiful psalms of thanksgiving, and the challenge of 1 

Chronicles 29:5. 
 

2 CHRONICLES 
Dates and Places: Same as 1 Chronicles 

Author: Isaiah and Ezra 

Theme: Genealogical background of the Israelites leaders and of the coming Messiah, 

and a history of the kingdom of Judah and of the ancestors of Jesus Christ, according to 

the flesh. 

Purpose: To show the divine reason for the dealings of God with Israel and why the 

Davidic kingdom was not allowed to continue perpetually. 

 

We may divide 2 Chronicles into two divisions: 

1) Solomon and the period of Israel’s magnificence: (chapters 1-9) Aside from that 

we already know of Solomon, 2 Chronicles tells us a great deal more, especially 

about his temple and his great rule. (chapters 7-8) 

2) The kings from the death of Solomon to the time of the captivities: Remember the 

names of Jehosaphat (chapters 17-20), Jeash (23; 24), Uzziah (26 and Isaiah 6), 

and Hezekiah (29-32).  

There are great lessons to be learned from these spiritual rulers. 
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EZRA 
“Ezra and Nehemiah portray Jesus Christ, our Restorer” 

 
Date and Place: Written in Palestine 546-461 B.C. and perhaps right after the mixed 

marriages 

were annulled. 

Author: Jewish traditions ascribe the authorship of the entire book of Ezra. The first part 

(chapters 1-6) was probably compiled from public records; the latter portion (chapters 

7-10), which was written in the first person, was likely added as the events transpired 

after the return of Ezra to Jerusalem. The book resembles the one by Daniel more than 

any other, possibility because both authors were Babylonians Jews. 

Theme: The return of Jews from all 13 tribes of Israel, the rebuilding of the temple, and 

the difficulties that faced the nation in respect to separation from the heathen world living 

around Palestine. 

Purpose: To record the national re-gathering of Israel after the first dispersion among the 

Gentiles, and to show the problems connected with the new revival of religion confirming 

to the Law of Moses. 

 

The book of Ezra looks Backwards and Forward: 

 Backward—we find a second exodus for captive Israel. The first exodus was out 

of Egypt. This second exodus was from Babylon. This time Ezra is the leader in the place 

of Moses. 

 Forward—in history it is like the landing of Pilgrim Fathers on a bleak and 

hostile shore. They came in timid, struggling relays back to Jerusalem. But God gave 

them a foot hold. It was His city and it is His city still. He will again bring back His own; 

He will raise up Zion out of ruins. 

§ Return under Zerubbsbel and rebuilding the temple—Ezra 1-6 

§ Return and reformation under Ezra—Ezra 7-10 

 

NEHEMIAH 
Date and Place: The book was written in Palestine 446-430 B.C., sometime after the 

second trip of Nehemiah to Jerusalem in the 32nd year of Artaxerxes. 
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Author: Nehemiah or Ezra, or perhaps both. 

Purpose: To show the long and slow process connected with the rebuilding of Jerusalem 

and the restoration of Israel after the Babylonian captivities, to give information about the 

many problems facing the Jews in their rebirth as a nation, and to reveal how these 

difficulties were overcome by the help of God. 

§ Repairing the city walls—Nehemiah 1-7 

§ Repairing the people’s morals—Nehemiah 8-13 

 

ESTHER 
“Esther portrays Jesus Christ, our advocate.” 

 
Date and Place: The record of the events of Esther were no doubt kept in the chronicles 

of the kings of Media and Persia (2:21-23; 6:1-3; 10:2); and the compilation of the facts 

in books form was perhaps done in Shushan the palace, or Susa, the ancient capital of 

Persia (Nehemiah 1:1; Esther 1:1-2), about 516-506 B.C. 

Author: Ezra, the Scribe. 

Theme: The great deliverance of the Jews from extermination during the time of the 

Babylonian captivity. 

Purpose: To show by whom and how the great deliverance of the Jews in all lands come 

about; to record the institution of the feast of Purim; and reveal the historical background 

of the liberator of the Jews from captivity- Cyrus, the son of Esther and Darius the Mede. 

§ Rejection of Vashti—Esther 1 

§ Crowning of Esther—Esther 2 

§ Plotting of Haman—Esther 3-4 

§ Deliverance of the Jews Esther 6-10 

 

 

THE POETIC BOOKS 
JOB 

“Job Portrays Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.” 

Date and Place: No date is given in the book itself for its writing. Recent archeological 

efforts have discovered paraphrased copies of Job dating to 200-100 B.C. But because the 
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book was in existence then, does not necessary mean it was written in that time frame. 

The majority of Bible scholars propose one of three different periods; early eighth 

century B.C. (around the time of Isaiah), mid-sixth century B.C. (after the fall of 

Jerusalem), and the fourth to third century B.C. (at the time of the second temple). Others 

have placed this book as long ago as 2000-1800 B.C. Regardless of when it was written, 

the message/age of Job is timeless. 

Author: We are sure that it is given by inspiration of God, though we are not certain who 

the penman of it was. The book is written about Job, but not by him. It is thought that the 

author was Jewish because of many usages of the name Yahweh for “God the Lord.” 

Purpose: The book of Job stands by itself; it is not connected with any other. Many 

copies of the Hebrews Bible place it after the writings of Psalms; some [place it] after the 

book of Proverbs. But it is proper for it to precede and introduce the Psalms, which is 

devotional, and the book of Proverbs, which is practical, for how can we worship or obey 

a God whom we do not know? 

 

Although Job is written in the form of a dramatic poem, it is a true history and not a 

romance, though the dialogues are poetical. No doubt there was such a man as Job. 

Ezekiel names him with Noah and Daniel, (Ezekiel 14:14). We are sure this book is of 

great use to the church and to every good Christian; though there are many passages in it, 

are dark and hard to be understood. Job’s thesis is that affections do not deny a righteous 

character. Even those who love God and are attempting to live for Him and honor Him 

lack the understanding and perspective to accesse correctly God’s way of managing His 

word. 

§ Job and Satan—Job 1:6-2:10 

§ Job and his friends—Job 2:11-37:24 

§ Job and Jehovah—Job 38-42 
 

PSALMS 
“Psalms portrays Jesus Christ, our All in All.” 

 
Date and Place: Written in Palestine and Babylon from about 1500-450 B.C. 
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Authors: 100 psalms have names prefixed to them. They are Moses (1), David (73), 

Solomon (2), Asaph (12), Haman (1), Ethan (1), and sons of Korah (10). David and 

Solomon wrote several of the remaining 50 without authors. Authorship of others cannot 

be determined. Ezra is perhaps the collector and compiler of psalms in its present form. 

Theme: Christ; God; the Word of God; creation; sufferings and redemption of God’s 

people. 

Psalms is divided in 5 books: 

v Book I—Psalms 1-41—The Genesis book—It’s general theme concerns man; 

God’s counsel from the beginning to the end in relation to man 

v Book II—Psalms 42-72—The Exodus book—It’s general theme concerns Israel 

as a nation; Israel ruin, redeemer, and redemption. Like Exodus, it begins with a 

cry from the depth of ruin and despair. 

v Book III—Psalms 73-89—It’s general theme concerns the sanctuary and its 

purpose concerning God and man. The book begins with the sanctuary as related 

to man, revealing the basis of fellowship with God. 

v Book IV—Psalms 90-106—The Numbers book—It’s general theme concern 

Israel and the Gentile on earth; the counsels of God revealing no hope for man in 

the earth apart from God. It records the walk of man in his earthly pilgrimage to a 

better world and a better life. It begins with Israel in the wilderness taking account 

of themselves. 

v Book V—Psalms 107-150—The Deuteronomy book—It concern God and His 

Word, showing that all blessing of man (Book I), of Israel (Book II), of the 

sanctuary (Book III), and of the earth and all men (Book IV), are based upon 

obedience to the Word of God (Deuteronomy 8:3). Disobedience brought man’s 

sorrows, Israel’s dispersion, the sanctuary’s ruin, and earth’s miseries. It is only 

by obedience to God’s Word that these curses will be removed. While the other 

books are distinguished by several division, this book, like God’s Word itself, is a 

perfect whole. It is the only one of the 5 books with an even number of psalms. 
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PROVERBS 
“Proverbs portray Jesus Christ, our Wisdom.” 

 
Date and place: Solomon’s proverbs were probably written, collected and edited before 

his character declined. Proverbs 25:1 indicated that the material in chapters 25:1-29:27 

was put in place after Hezekiah’s reign 715-686 B.C. The final form of the book was not 

complete until at least two hundred years after Solomon. A reasonable date is sometime 

in the fifth century B.C. Of course, the material actually written by Solomon himself 

must be dated back to the tenth century B.C. during Solomon’s lifetime. 

Author: Solomon is general credited with the authorship of a large portion of the 

Proverbs. It is quite probable that all were not original with him. In chapters 30 and 31 

are found the words of Agur and Lemuel. 

Purpose: To give instruction. 

Main theme: The fear of the Lord which occur fourteen times. Proverbs is a book for 

everyday instruction. It deals with the practical affairs of life. 

§ Counsel for young men—Proverbs 1-10 

§ Counsel for all men—Proverbs 11-20 

§ Counsel for Kings and rulers—Proverbs 21-31 
 

ECCLESIASTES 
“Ecclesiastes portrays Jesus Christ, the End of all living.” 

 
Date and Place: Probably around 935 B.C., when Solomon had grown old and was, by 

the grace of God, recovered from his backslidings. 

Author: It was Solomon, for no other son of David was king of Jerusalem, but he 

conceals his name because by his sins he had brought trouble upon himself and his 

kingdom, had broken his peace with God and atlas the peace of his conscience, and 

therefore was no more worthy of that name.  

Purpose: Solomon, being brought to repentance, resolves, like his father, to teach 

transgressor God’s way and give warning to all to take heed of splitting upon those rocks 

which had been fatal to him, and these were fruits meets for repentance. 

Major theme: All is vanity, chapter 1:2. He shows the vanity of those things in which 

men commonly look to for happiness, including human learning, politics, sensual delight, 
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honor, power, riches, and possessions. He also prescribes remedies against the vexation 

of the spirit that attend them. 

§ Confession—Ecclesiastes 1-7 

§ Admonition—Ecclesiastes 8-12 
 

SONG OF SOLOMON 
“Song of Solomon portrays Jesus Christ, the love of our soul.” 

 
Date and Place: The book was written in Palestine about 1000 B.C. 

Author: Solomon, although the title and attribution of Vv 1 may indicate it was written 

for, to, or about him. 

Purpose: The Song of Solomon is very unlike the song of his father David. Jewish 

doctors advised their young people not to read it until they were thirty years old, lest by 

the abuse of that which is most pure and sacred, the flames of lust should be kindled with 

fire from heaven. On the other hand, it is a bright and powerful ray of heavenly light, 

admirably filled to excite pious and devout affections in holy souls and improve their 

acquaintance and communion with God. 

 

 

 

THE PROPHETS 
ISAIAH 

“Isaiah portrays Jesus Christ, the Messiah.” 
 

Date and Place: Between 740-680 B.C. Isaiah prophesized in the days of Uzziah, 

Jotham, Abaz, and Hezekiah. From the year that King Uzziah dies to Hezekiah’s sickness 

and recovery was forty-seven years; how much before and after his prophesied is not 

certain. 

Author: Isaiah, son of Amoz. His name signifies “the salvation of the Lord” or “the Lord 

saves.” A proper name for a prophet by whom God gives knowledge of salvation to His 

people, especially for this prophet, who prophesies so much of Jesus the Savior and of the 

great salvation brought about by Him. 

Purpose: To reveal that salvation, physical and spiritual, is of the Lord. 
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Theme: Isaiah is a miniature of the Bible, having 66 chapters corresponding with the 66 

books: 39 chapters in the first section dealing with law and judgment, corresponding with 

the message of the 39 books of the Old Testament; 27 chapters in the second section, 

corresponding with the 27 books of the New Testament both in number and message of 

comfort and salvation through Christ. 

The theme of the first section is one of coming judgment upon Israel and captivity 

because of sin and apostasy; judgment on many Gentiles nations; and the latter-day 

restoration of Israel under their Messiah. The theme of the last section is one of mercy, 

comfort, and eternal restoration under the Messiah. 

§ Under Uzziah and Jotham—Isaiah 1-6 

§ Under Ahaz—Isaiah 7-14 

§ Under Hezekiah—15-66 

 

JEREMIAH 
“Jeremiah and Lamentation portrays Jesus Christ, as the Righteous Branch.” 

 
Date and Place: Written about 685-616 B.C., a prophecy that began in the thirteenth 

year of Josiah’s reign. This prophecy continued until the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 

B.C. 

Author: The prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah signifies “one raised up by the Lord.” 

Theme: The prophecy of Jeremiah might be considered the great book on backsliding 

and the danger of apostasy. 

Purpose: To make clear to Israel the consequences of sin and apostasy; to reveal to them 

their own future in the plan of God for man; and to emphasize the fact that the destiny of 

every man is determined by his conformity or lack of conformity to God and His plan. 

§ Chapter 1—Call and Commission 

§ Chapter 2-39—Before the fall of Jerusalem 

§ Chapter 40-52—After the fall of Jerusalem 
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LAMENTATIONS 

Date and Place: The occasion of theses Lamentations was the destruction of Judah and 

Jerusalem by the Chaldean army and the dissolution of the Jewish state, both civil and 

ecclesiastical. As such, it was probably written between 586-560 B.C. 

Author: Jeremiah the prophet, who is here Jeremiah the poet; therefore, this book is fitly 

adjoined to the book of his prophesy and is as appendix to it. In Jeremiah’s previous 

book, we had there the predictions of the desolation of Judah and Jerusalem and then the 

history of them to show how punctually the predictions were accomplished. Now here we 

have the expressions of Jeremiah’s sorrow upon the occasion of them, to show that he 

was very sincere in the protestations he had often made that he did not desire the woeful 

day, but that, on the contrary, the prospect of it filled him with bitterness. 

Purpose: To express in poetry the ever increasing suffering of the people of Jerusalem 

during the siege, their horrors of bitterness, and captivity to a pagan people incensed at 

stubbornness of resistance. 

Theme: The book is made up of 5 poems of Lamentation expressing the deep suffering 

of Jeremiah because Israel and Jerusalem were destroyed. 

Lamentation is another one of the Bible’s exquisite books of poetry. It is not all sorrow. 

Above the clouds of the poets weeping over the sins of his people, God’s sun is shining. 

In Lamentations 3:22-27 the light breaks through to throw a shinning rainbow across the 

murky sky. God’s grace always shines above the clouds of sin, (Romans 5:20), and it 

will always shine in the heart which is trusting in God through faith in the  Lord Jesus 

Christ who gives beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise 

for the spirit of heaviness (Isaiah 61:3) 

 

EZEKIEL 
“Ezekiel portrays Jesus Christ, the son of Man.” 

 
Date and Place: Written in Babylon about 622-600 B.C. 

Author: Ezekiel the prophet. 

Theme: Ezekiel was commissioned by God to rebuke Israel in captivity for her many 

sins, for constant and ever deepening hardness against Him, and for rebellion against His 
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word. He was inspired by the Holy Spirit (who gave him message by direct revelation) to 

give many of his prophecies in pantomime. His prophecies are of 4 general kinds. 

v Those concerning the immediate captivity of Israel and the complete destruction 

of Jerusalem, and the reasons for judgment. These are found mainly in the first 24 

chapters, with a few latter day predictions.  

v Prophesize of judgments upon others nation for their part in the sins and 

rebellions of Israel (Chapter 25-32).  

v Prophecies concerning Israel in the last days just before and up to the coming of 

the Messiah and Armageddon, with a few predictions of immediate judgment of 

Babylon (Chapters 33-39).  

v Prophecies exclusively of the millennial temple and the eternal region of the 

messiah over Israel (Chapters 40-48). There is not a prediction in the section 

regarding anything before the Millennium. 

 

Purpose: To bring the ungodly Jews of Ezekiel’s day to repentance that they might avert 

further judgment of God; to encourage the Godly ones to continue being true; to reveal 

punishment of other nations for their part in the rebellions of Israel; to reveal a future 

restoration of the nation and eternal region of their Messiah on earth. 

§ Predictions before the siege of Jerusalem-against Judah—Ezekiel 1-24 

§ Predictions during the siege of Jerusalem-judgment against Judah’s 

enemies—Ezekiel 25-32 

§ Predictions after the siege of Jerusalem-Judah’s restoration—Ezekiel 33-

48 

 

DANIEL 
“Daniel portrays Jesus Christ, the Smiting Stone” 

 
Date and Place: Around 530 B.C. The book was probably written shortly after the 

capture of Babylon by Cyrus of Persia, in 539 B.C. Some of the histories and prophecies 

of this book bear a date in the latter end of the Chaldean monarchy, others are dated in 

the beginning of the Persian monarchies and, very particularly, at the Jew’s trouble under 

Antiochus. 
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Author: His Hebrew name was Daniel, which signifies “the judgment of God”; his 

Chaldean name was Belteshazzar. He was of the tribe of Judah, and it seems of the royal 

family. 

Purpose: Though the visions here are intricate, yet the sermons are mostly plain. The 

chief design of them is to show God’s people their transgressions that in their captivity 

they might be repenting and not repeating. But then Ezekiel comforts the people with a 

message of restoration, spiritual revival and a glorious future for the redeemed of God. In 

the latter part of the book we also have message sent to the nations that bordered upon the 

land of Israel, whose destruction is foretold, to make those who would apply the comfort 

of themselves must apply the convictions to themselves. 

Theme: God’s faithfulness to Israel and all His holy People. Though the reproofs and the 

threatening here are very sharp and bold, yet towards the close of the book very 

comfortable assurances are given of the great mercy God had in store for them. 

§ Reign of Nebuchadnezzar Daniel 1-4 

§ Reign of Belshazzar Daniel 5-8 

§ Reign of Darius Daniel 6:9 

§ Reign of Cyrus Daniel 10-12 
 

HOSEA 
(Beginning of the minor prophet) 

“Hosea portrays Jesus Christ, the Healer of the backslider.” 
 

Date and Place: Written in Palestine 781-711 B.C. 

Author: Hosea the prophet. Hosea was the first of all the writing prophets, being raised 

up somewhat before the time of Isaiah. 

Theme: The book is one on repentance, backsliding being invited to return to God or 

suffer the consequences of being cut off. The Lord speaks to Israel through the domestic 

trouble of the prophet. The true lesson learned here is God unconditional love for man. 

§ Israel’s unfaithfulness—Hosea 1-3 

§ Israel’s national sin—Hosea 4-10 

§ Israel’s hope—Hosea 11-14 
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JOEL 
“Joel portrays Jesus Christ as the Restorer.” 

 
Date and Place: It is uncertain of the time this prophet prophesied. It was probably 

around the same time Amos prophesied around Palestine 795-755 B.C. 

Author: Joel the prophet; the son of Pethuel. 

Theme: The immediate and latter-day destruction of Israel by Babylon, and the future 

Antichrist; the battle of Armageddon; and the restoration of Israel in the day of the Lord. 

Joel, Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Zechariah all speaks of the future out pouring of the Holy spirit 

upon all flesh. 

Purpose: To make clear the suffering of Israel because of her backslidings; to assure her 

of God’s blessing when she comes to repentance and obedience to His will; and to state 

again the blessing of future and eternal restoration under the Messiah. 

§ The warning—Joel 1 

§ The promise—Joel 2 

§ The future—Joel 3 

 

AMOS 
“Amos portrays Jesus Christ as the Heavenly Husband.” 

 
Date and Place: Written in Palestine about 824-810 B.C. 

Author: Amos the prophet 

Theme: God’s message of judgment upon various nations, Gentiles and Jews, because of 

their sins and rebellion against Him; the controversy between God and Israel; how Israel 

could avert judgment; and the final restoration of the nation under their Messiah. 

Purpose: The prophet main purpose is to show how God deals with sin, sending 

judgment upon all men who sin, whether Jews or Gentiles. He is careful to explain why 

judgment would come upon each nation. In particular he makes it clear to Israel that even 

though they are chosen and blessed as God’s people; they would not escape His 

judgment. 

 

The prophet points out the backslidings of the nation and states in detail God’s case 

against them. The whole house of Israel, not 10 tribes or 2 tribes only, was at that time 
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facing complete destruction if they did not amend their ways (2:4-9:10). Regardless of 

these plain warnings of immediate judgment, Israel continued in sin and rebellion until it 

was necessary for God to keep His word concerning the destruction of the nation. Amos 

finishes his book with a note of encouragement: Israel was to be completely re-gathered 

and restored; and the nation was to be blessed under the Messiah (9:11-15). 

§ God’s Judgment against nations—Amos 1-6 

§ Visions regarding the future—Amos 7-9 

 

OBADIAH 
“Obadiah portrays Jesus Christ as our Savior” 

 
Date and Place: Some seem to think Obadiah was a contemporary of Hosea, Joel and 

Amos. Other places him during Jeremiah’s time about 899-795 B.C. 

 

Author: Obadiah the prophet whose name means “servant of the Lord.” 

Theme: A vision concerning Edom being punished in the immediate future and also in 

the future day of the Lord, for her sin of mistreating Israel. Edom had even been bitter 

against God’s people; so He predicted the destruction of that nation in this prophecy and 

the eternal possession of their land. 

Purpose: To demonstrate and predict once more the blessings and curses of the 

Abrahamic covenant-the promise to bless them that bless, and curse them that curse the 

descendants of Abraham. (Vv 10-21 with Genesis 12:1-3). 

§ Doom of Edom—Obadiah 1-16 

§ Deliverance for Zion—Obadiah 17-21 
 

JONAH 
“Jonah portrays Jesus Christ as our Resurrection and Life.” 

 
Date and Place: Written in Palestine about 853-824 B.C. 

Author: Tradition credits the writing to Jonah. Jonah writing is different from the other 

prophetical books. It is more of history than prophecy. 

Theme: The book is a story of a bigoted Jew who, after being chastened by the Lord for 

disobedience, preached to and converted the whole city of Nineveh. 
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Purpose: To show why the destruction of Ninevah and the Assyrian empire was delayed 

by God for almost a century; to illustrate the fact that God’s mercy and Salvation are for 

both Jews and Gentiles who will repent and turn to Him; and to typify and illustrate the 

death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

§ An Obstinate Prophet—Jonah 1; 2 

§ An Obedient Prophet—Jonah 3;  
 

MICAH 
“Micah portrays Jesus Christ as our Witness against rebellious nations.” 

 
Date and Place: Written about 772-722 B.C. in Palestine. 

Author: Micah the prophet, a Morasthite. 

Theme: Though Micah was a prophet in Judah, his book deals also with Samaria and 

Gentile nations, reproving all for their sins, warning of impending judgment and captivity 

of Israel. He also sees their future restoration in the kingdom of the Messiah and great 

events of the latter days. God had warned Israel many times regarding what would befall 

them if they continued in sin and rebellion; but they were becoming more openly 

rebellious and backslidden in heart and life. God was becoming less tolerant of their 

mock worship, ritualism, and sins; and finding it necessary to involve the judgment terms 

of the Mosaic covenant, He had to formulate a plan of action that would eventually bring 

them back to repentance so that that He could fulfill with the everlasting covenants, and 

yet do so on the grounds of fulfilling righteousness. 

Purpose: The book is one of many expressing the ultimate purpose of God in all His 

dealings-to bring Israel and all mankind back to the place of conformity to His eternal 

will and plan, so that the blessings He originally promised many may be finally and 

completely fulfilled. 

§ Message to The People—Micah 1;2 

§ Message to the Rulers—Micah 3-5 

§ Message to the Chosen People—Micah 6-7 

 

NAHUM 
“Nahum Portrays Jesus Christ, is a Stronghold in the Day of Trouble” 
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Date and Place: Written in Palestine about 786-757 B.C. 

Author: Nahum the prophet who’s name signifies “a comforter.” 

Theme: The destruction of Nineveh about 100 years after Jonah. The prophecy is a 

complement and counterpart of the book of Jonah; the city was literally destroyed as 

predicted by both prophets-by the Medes and Babylonians under Nabopalassar, father of 

Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

Purpose: To make clear that although God had spared the city of Nineveh because of 

repentance in Jonah’s day, her destruction was now coming because of the inhabitants 

going back into sin and rebellion against God. 

§ The Judge—Nahum 1:1-7 

§ The Execution—Nahum 2;3 
 

HABAKKUK 
“Habakkuk Portrays Jesus Christ, as the God of My Salvation.” 

 
Date and Place: Written between 679-648 B.C. in Palestine. 

Author: The prophet Habakkuk, a man divinely inspired and commissioned. 

Theme: The vindication of the holiness and justice of God. Habakkuk alone, of all the 

prophets, seemed more concerned about the character of God being vindicated than about 

Israel escaping punishment. The whole prophecy is a conversation between the prophet 

and God, opening with an appeal to Him to end injustice in the earth. God answers 

declaring that a terrible day of retribution is coming upon Judah from Babylon (1:1-11) 

Purpose: To answer the prophet’s questions and make it clear that unless Judah would 

conform to God’s will they could only expect punishment and destruction as a nation. 

§ Habakkuk’s Complaint—Habakkuk 1 

§ God’s Reply—Habakkuk 2 

§ Habakkuk’s Song—Habakkuk 3 
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ZEPHANIAH 
“Zephaniah portrays Jesus Christ as a Jealous Lord.” 

 
Date and Place: Written between 679 and 648 B.C., near the beginning of King Josiah’s 

reforms in Judah. 

Author: The prophet Zephaniah 

Theme: Judgment of God upon both Jews and Gentiles for their many sins; and His 

goodness to the godly of both classes. 

Purpose: To make it clear to Judah that unless they would consecrate to do the will of 

God judgment would surly come; and to encourage the godly of the nation regarding the 

fact that final and complete restoration under the Messiah would come. 

§ The Nations Searched—Zephaniah 1;2 

§ Israel Restored—Zephaniah 3 
 

HAGGAI 
“Haggai Portrays Jesus Christ as the Desire of All Nations.” 

 
Date and Place: These prophecies were thought to be declared within four months 

between 557-525 B.C. 

Author: The prophet Haggai 

Theme: The unfinished temple being built to restore the worship of God at Jerusalem, 

after the Babylonian captivities. Haggai was specifically raised up by God to encourage 

the exiles returned from Babylon that they might take fresh hope and build. 

§ A message of Rebuke—Haggai 1:1-11 

§ A message of Courage—Haggai 2: 1-9 

§ A message of Assurance—Haggai 2: 10-23 

 

ZECHARIAH 
“Zechariah Portrays Jesus Christ as the Righteous Branch.” 

 
Date and Place: Written in Palestine about 557-525 B.C. 

Author: The prophet Zechariah who is believed to have been a colleague with the 

prophet Haggai and working together with him in forwarding the building of the second 

temple. 
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Theme: The immediate and future restoration of Israel as a nation again in Palestine, 

particularly their eternal restoration under the Messiah. The book is primarily Messianic 

in message and concerning this, the prophet’s vision and clearness of thought are almost 

without parallel. The book opens with 10 visions (1:7-6:8); then we have prophecies and 

sermons to encourage restored Judah as a nation (6:9-8:23). 

Purpose: To encourage and inspire Judah in their national restoration after the 

Babylonian captivities; and to assure them of God’s present and future blessings in 

fulfillment of the covenants made with their fathers. 

§ The chosen People and the temple—Zechariah 1-8 

§ The Messiah and The Kingdom—Zechariah 9-14 
 

MALACHI 
“Malachi Portrays Jesus Christ as the Son of Righteousness.” 

 
Date and Place: Written in Palestine about 557-525 B.C. 

Author: The prophet Malachi who’s name signifies “my angel.” 

Theme: Accusations from God and denials from Israel that He is rightfully accusing them of evil. 

There are 14 accusations from God and 10 rebellious answers from Israel. One of the greatest 

evidence of backsliding is a person’s hypercritical spirit; his readiness to question everything-

even God’s own statements-and His willingness to find fault with everybody-even the Lord. 

Purpose: To rebuke the returning exiles for their many sins; to point out to them, at the very 

outset of their return and restoration as a nation, that God would not tolerate their sins anymore 

than He did the sins of their fathers (for which they went into ruin, destruction as a nation, and 

captivity); to warn them of coming, judgment if they would continue to sin; and to reveal to them 

certain events of the future in connection with the messiah at His 1st and 2nd  advent. 

§ The Sins of Priest—Malachi 1:1-2:9 

§ The Sins of the People—Malachi 2:10-3:18 

§ Coming Things—Malachi 3;4 

 


