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Jesus: The Greatest Leader that  
Ever Lived 

 
• Jesus is the greatest leader because He was willing to give the 

greatest attention, love, energy and sacrifice for His followers. 
• People wanted to follow Jesus because He loved them 
• Jesus is the greatest leader in history for many reasons, but 

primarily because of what He demonstrated on the Cross – 
sacrificial love for all. 

 
 
 
The Beginnings of Leadership 

• Seven confirmations of Jesus’ ministry 
John 5:33-37; John 1:34; Isaiah 9:6;  
John 21:24 

• The call to leadership must be confirmed 
• Acknowledge the giants who preceded you 

 
The Qualities of Leadership 

• Good leaders know their followers 
                                              John 10:14-15 

• Courage for the battle           John 9:4 
• Strong leaders are gentle    Galatians 5:22 
• Place human needs before human customs 

                                            John 5:1-15 
• Give generously        Acts 20:35 
• Speak the truth in love     Ephesians 4:15 
• Forgiving     Matthew 5:44 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

The Temptations of Leadership 
• Greatest power to obey God and to serve others      Matthew 4:1-11 
• Secure in Jesus Christ             John 4:34 
• Express anger in healthy ways                                   Ephesians 4:26 

 
The Problems of Leadership 

• One true leader with God’s help equals a strong majority    John 6:67-69 
• A true leader helps doubters grow into trusters                John 20:27 
• Only Jesus was perfect           John 15:20 
• Prevent petty problems from becoming major             Acts 6:1-5 

 

 
 
 
The Top Ten Leadership Principles of Jesus 
 

v Leadership is servanthood 
Matthew 23:11 

v Let your purpose prioritize your life 
Matthew 6:33 

v Live the Bible before you lead others 
Luke 7:22 

v Impact comes from relationships not positions 
John 13:34-35 

v Leaders must replenish themselves 
Mark 6:31 

v Great leaders call for great commitment 
Mark 8:34-35 

v Leaders show security and strength when handling tough issues 
Matthew 26:44-46 

v Great leaders lead on a higher level 
Matthew 20:25 

v Leaders choose and develop their key people 
Mark 3:14 

v Great leaders know there is no success without a successor 
John 14:12 
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Five Practices of Exemplary Leadership 
 

ü Model the way – Leaders create standards of excellence and then set an 
example for others to follow.   

ü Inspire a shared vision – Leaders passionately believe that they can make a 
difference.  They breathe life into their visions and get people to see exciting 
possibilities. 

ü Challenge the process – Leaders search for opportunities to change the status 
quo.  They look for innovative ways to improve the ministry. 

ü Enable others to act – Leaders foster collaboration and build spirited teams. 
They actively involve others.  Leaders understand that mutual respect is what 
sustains extraordinary efforts, they strive to create an atmosphere of trust and 
human dignity. 

ü Encourage the heart – Accomplishing the extraordinary things in ministry is 
hard work.  To keep hope and determination alive, leaders recognize 
contributions that individuals make.  They make people feel like heroes. 

 
 
 

 
 
The Future of Leadership 
• Chosen and equipped by God     John 2:23-25 
• Turn followers into leaders  John 14:12 

 
Conclusion 

 
The nature of Christian leadership is based on the fundamental issue that Jesus’ 
leadership represents the blue print of true leadership. 
 
In an era that was dominated by self-righteous dogmatists, Jesus showed love, 
rendered service and never lost sight of His purpose to reach out to those who were 
ostracized. 
 
Jesus’ values consistently guided His actions which resulted in a continuous increase 
of followers. 
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